The Bene ce of St Mary the Virgin,
Higham Ferrers with St John the Baptist,
Chelveston-cum-Caldecot

Parish Eucharist
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The Feast of Pentecost

Pentecos
Pentecost (from the Greek pentekoste meaning ‘fiftieth’) has its
roots in the Jewish Feast of Weeks, which was completed on the
fiftieth day after Passover. On the fiftieth day of Easter, God sends
the Holy Spirit to empower the Church to perform the mission
which the risen Christ has entrusted to it. Pentecost celebrates
both the Holy Spirit and the Christian Church—often called ’the
Birthday of the Church.’ It is the crown and completion of the
Easter season and one of the three ‘great times’ of the Christian
Year: Christmas, Easter and Pentecost
After the Easter Vigil, the time of Pentecost is traditionally a time
for baptism in early Christian centuries, and for con rmation,
which completes the baptism by water and the Spirit. It is a time
when we can all remember our baptism and con rmation and
commit ourselves afresh in the power of the Spirit to God’s
service
Jesus, our risen Lord is no longer present to the Church in his
physical form, so like those rst disciples, who were so lled with
the power of the Holy Spirit that they seemed to be on re with
love, we too, as the Church here and now, are to be the new body
of Christ, filled with his life through the gift of the Spirit
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It is the gift of his Spirit that we celebrate today

Come Holy Spirit
Welcome as we meet in joyful reunion, with one another and with
our risen and ascended Lord!
All crea on rejoices and we celebrate with joy.
The experience of the last year and the su ering of our world once
again makes this Easter season par cularly meaningful as we long
for things to be renewed and for new life for our world.
Come, Holy Spirit, ll the hearts of your faithful people and kindle in
us the re of your love!
For everyone’s safety, please take care as we gather here. The
guidelines that follow will keep us as safe as we can be while together
in church:

.
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• Please maintain a 2m distance from anyone not in your family or
"bubble.
• Please use hand sanitiser as you enter and put on a face
covering
• If you wish to come forward for Communion, which will be
administered standing, please go row by row, starting from the
front, and maintain distances in a single line when waiting for
Communion – please use the hand sanitiser placed at the front,
and go forward one at a time, holding your hands out to receive
the bread
• We will receive Communion in one kind only. The president will
receive from the chalice on behalf of everyone present
• There will be no refreshments after the service

• Please leave row by row, starting from the back, maintaining
distances, and take your service booklet home with you to use
another time, and taking care that only you touch it
The collection will be taken as you leave. Please consider giving by
contactless card donation. Envelopes are available if needed and for
Gift Aid donations. Thank you for your gift.

The Gathering
We worship on the Feast of Pentecost with the Easter candle still our
focus, standing always as a sign of the resurrection, but now reminding
us too of the tongues of ame which came among the disciples at
Pentecost as they were lled with the power of the Holy Spirit.
We stand when the bell rings

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all.

And also with you
Alleluia. Christ is risen

He is risen indeed. Alleluia

Introductio
Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and
ascended Lord and we have walked with him through his journey
of love.
In these dif cult days for all the world, we have found new
.
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meaning in the story of his suffering and death on a cross, and
even in our separation, we have been joined together in rejoicing
at his bursting free from the bonds of death
We have heard once again how his disciples met him in their
times of need, and we have felt his presence with us in all our
loneliness and anxiety.
We celebrated his return to the throne before which every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. And
now, with the followers of his own time, we await the coming of the
promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, through whom we
make Christ known to the world

Responsory
God says:
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.

Come, Holy Spirit
Christ says:
I will ask the Father
and he will give you another Counsellor
to be with you for ever.

Come, Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit,
gentle as a dove,
burning as re,
powerful as the wind.

Come, Holy Spirit
Silence is kept

.
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The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us

We praise God joyfully in the Gloria.

Gloria in Excelsi
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sins of the world
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer
For you alone are the Holy One
you alone are the Lord
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
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with the Holy Spirit
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

Collect
Let us pray that the Spirit will work through our lives
to bring Christ to the world
Silence is kept.

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,
ignite in us your holy fire
strengthen your children with the gift of faith
revive your Church with the breath of love
and renew the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Liturgy of the Wor

First Readin
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in
one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like
the rush of a violent wind, and it lled the entire house where they
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of re, appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were lled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven
living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and
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was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked,
‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that
we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But
others sneered and said, ‘They are lled with new wine.’ But
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed
them: ‘People of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be
known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel
“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my
Spirit upon all people, and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us

Gospel Acclamation
We stand, if we are able, for the Gospel, which is
introduced with an acclamation – some or all of the
verses may be said or sung
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Come Holy Spirit, ll our hearts
Kindle in us the re of lov
Set us ablaze O Lord of Light: Alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Let love’s unconquerable migh
your scattered companies unit
in service to the Lord of light. Alleluia
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia
Praise we the Father and the So
and Holy Spirit, three in one
may this for ever be our song. Alleluia.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

Gospel – John 20: 19-22
The Lord be with you,

and also with you
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Joh

Glory to you, O Lord

John 15:26–27; 16.4b–1
‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify
on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with
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Alleluia

me from the beginning. But I have said these things to you so that
when their hour comes you may remember that I told you about
them. ‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning,
because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me;
yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?” But because I
have said these things to you, sorrow has lled your hearts.
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go
away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you;
but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see
me no longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world
has been condemned. ‘I still have many things to say to you, but
you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will
guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but
will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things
that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is
mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For
this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to
you
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

We sit to hear a short re ection on the reading

Homil

We stand to declare our faith together
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Af rmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in the living God:

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and lls us with his love
We believe in God the Holy Spirit
who strengthens us
with power from on high
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Ame
We sit or kneel for the prayers.

Prayers of Intercession
We pray for the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be poured out upon the world.
The following response is used

Lord come to bless u

and ll us with your Spirit
At the end
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Generous God, hear our prayer

Fill us with your Spiri
and make us one in heart and mind
to serve you with joy forever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacramen
We stand as we prepare to share the Peace

The Peace
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace.
If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the

Spirit.

The peace of the Lord be always with yo

and also with you
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Bread and wine are placed upon the altar and we ask that Christ may
be present with us as we share communion around the table of the
Lord
If we can, we remain standing throughout the Eucharistic Prayer which
is offered by all God’s people, with the president speaking the words on
our behalf. However, if we need to sit at any point, it is ne to do so,
otherwise, we sit or kneel for the Lord’s Prayer

The Preparation of the Tabl
fi
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Blessed be God for ever.

The Eucharistic Praye
The Lord is her

His Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give thanks and praise
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy
always and everywhere to give you thanks
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God
through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord
This day we give you thank
because in fulfilment of your promis
you pour out your Spirit upon us
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth
and uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one
faith
Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father
to proclaim your gospel to all nation
,
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Blessed be God
who feeds the hungry
who raises the poor
who fills our praise

and to serve you as a royal priesthood
Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels
and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells
to proclaim the glory of your name
for ever praising you and singing

Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of power and might
heaven and earth are full of your glory
Hosanna in the highest
Blessed is he who come
in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
and according to your holy will
these gifts of bread and win
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
who, in the same night that he was betrayed
took bread and gave you thanks
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you
do this in remembrance of me
In the same way, after suppe
he took the cup and gave you thanks
he gave it to them, saying
Drink this, all of you
this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for man
for the forgiveness of sins
Do this, as often as you drink it
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in remembrance of me
Praise to you, Lord Jesus

Dying you destroyed our death
rising you restored our life
Lord Jesus, come in glory
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross
his perfect sacri ce made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and
looking for his coming in glory
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this
our sacri ce of praise and thanksgiving
we bring before you this bread and this cu
and we thank you for counting us worth
to stand in your presence and serve you
Send the Holy Spirit on your peopl
and gather into one in your kingdo
all who share this one bread and one cup
so that we, in the company of our Blessed Lady Mary,
St John the Baptist and all the saints
may praise and glorify you for ever
through Jesus Christ our Lord
by whom, and with whom, and in whom
in the unity of the Holy Spirit
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father
for ever and ever

Amen
If not already, we sit or kneel for the Lord’s Praye

The Lord’s Prayer
Being made one by the power of the Spirit
,
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let us pray as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil
For thine is the kingdom
the power, and the glor
for ever and ever. Amen

The Breaking of the Brea
The president breaks the consecrated bread
We break this brea
to share in the body of Christ

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus De
Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world
have mercy upon us
Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world
have mercy upon us
.
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Lamb of God
you take away the sin of the world
grant us peace

Giving of Communion
Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for
us

Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia.
Communion is administered in one kind only.
The President receives the wine on behalf of all
present.
Please observe safe distancing when you come up for
Communion.
If you do not wish to receive communion, you are welcome to
come up for a prayer of blessing, which will be given without
physical contact.

At the end of communion we stand to pray.

Post Communion Praye
Faithful God
who fulfilled the promises of Easte
by sending us your Holy Spiri
and opening to every race and natio
the way of life eternal
open our lips by your Spirit
that every tongue may tell of your glory
through Jesus Christ our Lord
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Blessing of Ligh
The Easter Candle stands as a sign of the resurrection and the faith and
hope by which we live. Today, it’s ame burns as a reminder of the power of
the Holy Spirit poured out upon us at Pentecost.

Blessed are you, sovereign God
overflowing in love
With Pentecost dawns the age of the Spirit
Now the flame of heaven rests on every believer
Strong and weak, women and men
tell out your word; the young receive visions,
the old receive dreams.
With the new wine of the Spiri
they proclaim your reign of love
Amid the birth pangs of the new creatio
the way of light is made known
Source of freedom, giver of life
blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit

Blessed be God for ever
We carry this light within us and through the power of the Spirit are sent out
to shine as the light of Christ in the world

Commission
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk
into God’s future, trusting him to be your guide?

By the Spirit’s power, we will
Will you dare to embrace each other
and grow together in love

We will.
Will you dare to share your riches in common
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Amen.

and minister to each other in need

We will
Will you dare to pray for each other until your
hearts beat with the longings of God

We will
Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the
world’s dark places?

We will

Conclusion
The Lord is here

His Spirit is with us.
Today we have remembered the coming
of God’s power on the disciples and we
invite that same Spirit to drive us out into the wild places of
the world
We move outside, as we carry the light of Christ into all our lives. Music is
played as we go, and when outside we sing together

Hymn
The Spirit lives to set us free,
walk, walk in the light;
he binds us all in unity,
walk, walk in the light
Walk in the light,
walk in the light,
walk in the light,
walk in the light of the Lord
Jesus promised life to all,
walk, walk in the light;
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the dead were wakened by his call,
walk, walk in the light
He died in pain on Calvary,
walk, walk in the light;
to save the lost like you and me,
walk, walk in the light.
We know his death was not the end,
walk, walk in the light;
he gave his Spirit to be our friend,
walk, walk in the light.
By Jesus’ love our wounds are healed,
walk, walk in the light;
the Father’s kindness is revealed,
walk, walk, in the light
The Spirit lives in you and me,
walk, walk in the light;
His light will shine for all to see,
walk, walk in the light.
Words & Music: Damian Lundy (1944-1996

The Blessing
May the Spirit
who hovered over the waters
when the world was created, breathe into you life

Amen
May the Spirit
who overshadowed the Virgin
.
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when the eternal Son came among us
make you joyful in the service of the Lord

Amen
May the Spirit
who set the Church on fire
upon the Day of Pentecost
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ

Amen
And the blessing of God almighty
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always

Amen

The Dismissa
We are sent out into the world full of the power of the Holy Spirit to
be apostles of Christ Jesus and to take the good news of God’s
saving love and power to all the world
Filled with the Spirit’s power
live in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

.
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Material used in this service is copyright of its respective rights owners. Music and hymn
words are reproduced under ONE LICENSE number A-633137, Church Copyright
License 2148907 and Music Reproduction License 2216255. Material in this order of
service is taken from Common Worship, copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000-2006
and is used here with permission. www.commonworship.com.
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