The Bene ce of St Mary the Virgin,
Higham Ferrers with St John the Baptist,
Chelveston-cum-Caldecot

Online Worship

In the Season of
Eastertide
with thanksgiving for
the life of
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His Royal Highness
The Duke of Edinburg

Welcome to this special service of Thanksgiving for the life of
His Royal Highness, Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
His life of dedica on to duty and public service, and his selfsacri ce in his role of suppor ng our Queen speak to us as we
hear the Easter narra ve of how the disciples gradually came
to understand what had happened in the death and
resurrec on of Jesus, and what that would mean for their
own lives.
All this is mely as we begin to emerge into the possibility of
a new world as lockdown eases. What kind of world will we
as a na on seek to rebuild, and how will we, as Chris ans,
help the new life of Christ to be at its heart?
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Many thanks to the Mayor of Higham Ferrers,
Cllr Tina Reavey, and Deputy Mayor, Cllr Chris O’Rourke, for
their contribu ons to our Thanksgiving Service today.

The Gatherin
We sing togethe

Hym
Ye choirs of new Jerusalem,
your sweetest notes employ,
the paschal victory to hymn
in strains of holy joy
How Judah's Lion burst his chains,
and crushed the serpent's head;
and brought with him through death's domains,
the long-imprisoned dead.
Triumphant in his glory now
his sceptre ruleth all,
earth, heaven, and hell before him bow,
and at his footstool fall
While joyful thus his praise we sing,
his mercy we implore,
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into his palace bright to bring
and keep us evermore
All glory to the Father be,
all glory to the Son,
all glory, Holy Ghost, to thee,
while endless ages run.
Alleluia! Amen.
Chorus novae Jerusalem
St Fulbert of Chartres (d.1028)
Music: Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876

The Greeting – Michelle & Chri
We begin with the Easter Acclamation

Alleluia. Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
We meet in the name of Jesus Christ
who died and was raised to the glory of God the Father
The risen Lord be with you.

And also with you

The Resurrection, Cookham, Stanley Spence

.
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Merciful Father and Lord of all life,
we praise you that we are made in your image
and re ect your truth and light.
As we thank you today for the life of
His Royal Highness, Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
for the love he received from you and showed among us,
we rejoice at your gracious promise
that we shall rise again at the coming of Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end.

Amen

Prayers of Confession - Pau
We come before God in humility to confess our sins and the failings of
our world

God has shone in our hearts
to give the light of the knowledge of his glory
in the face of Christ.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels
to show that the transcendent power belongs to God
and not to us.
As we acknowledge our human frailty,
we call to mind our sins
and confess them before God our Father

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit
Lord, have mercy

Lord, have mercy
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart
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Christ, have mercy

Christ, have mercy.
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided
Lord, have mercy

Lord, have mercy.

Absolution - Michelle
May God our Father forgive us our sin
and bring us to the eternal joy of his kingdom
where dust and ashes have no dominion

Amen

The Collect - Lind
Let us pray
Risen Christ
you lled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope
strengthen us to proclaim your risen lif
and ll us with your peace
to the glory of God the Father

Amen

The Liturgy of the Wor
First Reading – 1John 3:1-7
read by The Mayor of Higham Ferrers, Councillor Tina
Reave
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A Reading from the First Letter of John
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be
called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the
world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will
be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure
Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what
is right is righteous, just as he is righteous

For the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation – led by Keith & J
Alleluia, alleluia
Now he is living the Christ, out of the tomb he is risen;
he has conquered death, opened heaven to all believers.

Alleluia, alleluia.

.
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Gospel – Luke 24: 36-48

- Brend

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke

Glory to you, O Lord
While the eleven and their companions were talking about what
they had heard, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terri ed, and
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself.
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have esh and bones
as you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you
anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled
sh, and he took it and ate in their presence
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
ful lled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
Alleluia! This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Alleluia! Praise to you, O Christ.
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Easter Morning by Colin McCaho

I danced in the morning when the world was
begun, and I danced in the moon and the stars
and the sun,
and I came down from heaven
and I danced on the earth;
at Bethlehem I had my birth.
Dance, then, wherever you may be;
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
and I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he.

I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,
but they would not dance and they wouldn’t
follow me.
I danced for the shermen, for James and John
they came with me and the Dance went on.
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame;
the holy people said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped
and they hung me on high,
and they left me there on a cross to die.
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Hym

They cut me down and I leapt up high;
I am the life that’ll never, never die;
I'll live in you if you’ll live in me I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
words: Sydney Carter (1915-2004)
music: Shaker melody, adapted by Sydney Carter

Homily - Michell
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I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black
it's hard to dance with the devil on your back.
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone;
but I am the Dance, and I still go on.

Easter morning by James B Jankneg

Anthem – sung by St Martin’s Singers,
Words John Newton, Music Paul Leddington Wright

Behold the throne of grace!
The promise calls me near:
there Jesus shows a smiling face,
and waits to answer prayer
That rich atoning blood,
which sprinkled round we see,
provides for those who come to God
an all prevailing plea
My soul, ask what thou wilt;
thou canst not be too bold;
since his own blood for thee he spilt,
what else can he withhold
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Beyond thy utmost wants
his love and pow'r can bless;
to praying souls he always grants
more than they can express
Thine image, Lord, bestow,
thy presence and thy love;
I ask to serve thee here below,
and reign with thee above
Teach me to live by faith;
conform my will to thine;
let me victorious be in death,
and then in glory shine

Prayers of Intercession –
led by The Deputy Mayor of Higham Ferrers, Councillor Chris
O’Rourke

Eternal God, our heavenly Father,
on this day of thanksgiving we bless your holy name
for all that you have given us in and through
the life of Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
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We give you thanks:
for his long and full life;
for his strength of character;
and for his devotion and service to family,
nation and Commonwealth
Lord, in your merc

hear our prayer.

We praise you for:
his generosity;
the many contributions he made to our national life;
and the encouragement he gave to so many,
especially to young people
through the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme
Lord, in your merc

hear our prayer.

We pray that we may work for the benefit of one another,
for the building up of our communities
and the sharing of resources;
for the care of those who are sick,
and to defend those who are oppressed
Lord, in your merc

hear our prayer.
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Eternal God, our heavenly Father,
we give you thanks for the gift of eternal life
and for your love revealed in your son Jesus Christ.
You alone spread out the heavens,
and rule the raging of the sea;
you encompass the waters and hold day and night in
being
receive into your most gracious protection
the soul of our brother Philip, and all known to us who
have died, so that at the last we may enter into your
unending joy
Lord, in your merc

hear our prayer.

Eternal God
you judge us with infinite mercy and justic
and love everything you have made
In your mercy turn the darkness of death
into the dawn of new life
and the sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
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The Lord's Prayer – Arthur & Anit
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pra

Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasse
as we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptatio
but deliver us from evil
For thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen

Easter Morning by Caspar David Friedric

.
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I heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Come unto me and rest;
lay down, thou weary one, lay down
thy head upon my breast’:
I came to Jesus as I was,
weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting-place,
and he has made me glad
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Behold, I freely give
the living water, thirsty one;
stoop down and drink and live’:
I came to Jesus, and I drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘I am this dark world’s light;
look unto me, thy morn shall rise,
and all thy day be bright’:
I looked to Jesus, and I found
in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I’ll walk
till travelling days are done

.
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Hym

(1872-1958)

The Peace - Pau
Jesus says
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you
Not as the world gives do I give you
Do not let your hearts be troubled
neither let them be afraid
The peace of the risen Lord be always with yo

and also with you

Final Prayer - Lind
Risen Lord,
you reveal to us the love and radiance of the Father;
you bring us the peace that passes all understanding.
We rejoice in your presence

.
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Words: Horatius N. Bonar (1808-1889)
Music: Traditional, harmonised Ralph Vaughan Williams

and in the glory of your resurrection.
Strengthen our faith, O Lord Jesus,
and send your Holy Spirit upon us we pray

Amen

Hym
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body
lay.
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.
Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the church with gladness
hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its
sting
No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors,
thro' thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home
above

.
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Words: Edmond Budry (1854-1932)
Music: GF Handel (1685-1759

The Blessing - Michelle
Bring us, O Lord God, at our last awakening
into the house and gate of heaven,
to enter into that gate and dwell in that house,
where there shall be no darkness nor dazzling,
but one equal light;
no noise nor silence, but one equal music
no fears nor hopes, but one equal possession;
no ends nor beginnings, but one equal eternity:
in the habitations of thy majesty and glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
rest upon you now and always.
Amen.

 


 


 


 


 


 


;


 


 


 


 


)


 


 


19

We are raised to new life with Christ
Go in his peace. Alleluia, alleluia

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Music at the end:
Zadok the Priest, George Frideric Handel (1685 – 1759

Material used in this service is copyright of its respective rights owners. Music and
hymn words are reproduced under ONE LICENSE number A-633137, Church
Copyright License 2148907 and Music Reproduction License 2216255. Material in
this order of service is taken from Common Worship, copyright © The Archbishops’
Council 2000-2006 and is used here with permission. www.commonworship.com.
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